
The Susan Thompson Mainstay Award 

mainstay /ˈmānˌstā/ 

noun 
1. a person or thing on which someone or something else depends. 

 
Susan Thompson served Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota for nearly 15 years before her retirement 
and passing in 2021. Beyond the concrete work Susan excelled in of securing, deploying, and 
administering millions of dollars in critical funding for the development and preservation of affordable 
housing throughout Minnesota, she also served as a champion for the Habitat for Humanity affiliates. So 
much of Susan’s unspoken role was that of consultant, friend, and advocate.  She coached executive 
directors through financial crises.  She lent advice on daily operations. She offered encouragement and 
support and a shoulder to lean on. 
 
Susan was humble and had the type of personality that didn’t demand attention or acknowledgment. 
Instead, she worked quietly and diligently behind the scenes to champion affordable housing in 
Minnesota. Even in the face of ongoing, critical health challenges, Susan continued her work cheerfully 
and determinedly. A mainstay as a person or thing on which someone or something else depends; Susan 
Thompson was the definition of a mainstay for the Habitat network. Susan never required any kind of 
recognition to continue the challenging and important work she did day in and day out – that is precisely 
why we are recognizing her continued legacy through the Susan Thompson Mainstay Award. 
 
Who are the mainstays at your Habitat affiliate? Who are the people you depend on in the Habitat 
network? Who is that person who makes your day to day work possible and works diligently to move 
the Habitat mission forward? Consider nominating them for the Susan Thompson Mainstay Award.  
 
This award will correspond with Habitat Minnesota’s Statewide Conference going forward. Please submit 
only one nomination a year. Multiple nominations will be accepted for each individual and will work in 
their favor. Nominees should either work or volunteer for a Habitat affiliate that serves Minnesota. 
 
To nominate someone, email Becca (becca@hfhmn.org) with a response to the following questions 
(roughly 250-500 words).  

• Name of the individual. 
• Habitat affiliate the individual is associated. 
• Number of years the individual has worked or volunteered for Habitat. 
• Describe the efforts for which the individual is being nominated. Please provide specific 

examples of how the individual meets the definition of a mainstay (a person on which someone 
or something else depends). 
 

Nominations will be accepted from January 9th – February 6th. The honoree will be announced and 
celebrated at the Statewide Conference on the evening of February 27th. Honorees do not need to be 
present to receive the award.  
 


